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arm  Machinery  Research  Centre 
ff  and  running 


headquarters  of  the  Farm  Machinery  Research  Institute. 


developing  Alberta  Agriculture's 
'arm  Machinery  Research  Centre 
leans  much  more  to  Alberta  farmers 
lan  simply  slapping  a  new  label  on 
old  product. 

The  department  is  reshaping  a 
[tructure  that  has  been  doing  a  good 
)b,  to  create  an  even  better  service 
help  farmers  sort  the  wheat  from 
le  chaff  when  it  comes  to  buying 
irm  machinery. 

The  new  Farm  Machinery 
research  Centre  replaces  the  former 
.Iberta  branch  of  the  Prairie 
agriculture  Machinery  Institute 
IPAMI)  which  operated  on  the  back 
|ot  of  the  Lethbridge  Community 
oUege  campus  for  more  than  a 
ozen  years. 


PAMI,  a  prairie-wide 
organization  supported  by  all  three 
prairie  provinces,  was  dedicated  to 
testing  and  evaluating  a  wide  range 
of  farm  machinery. 

Alberta  Agriculture  seeing  a 
need  to  develop  an  expanded  service 
to  better  meet  the  needs  of  Alberta 
producers,  opted  out  of  the 
agreement  in  1987  and  created  the 
new  research  centre  this  spring. 

Rick  Atkins,  who  worked  for 
PAMI  for  seven  years  (two  years  as 
manager)  and  continues  on  now  as 
manager  of  the  new  research  centre, 
says  the  name  change  is  more  than 
window  dressing. 

"PAMI  has  in  the  past  and 
continues  in  Saskatchewan  and 
Manitoba  to  provide  a  valuable 


service  to  western  agriculture,"  says 
Atkins.  "But  under  the  new 
structure,  as  a  section  of  Alberta 
Agriculture,  the  centre  has  an 
expanded  mandate  particularly  in 
the  area  of  research,  to  serve  the 
agriculture  industry  of  Alberta. 

"There  is  still  a  close  tie  with 
PAMI  and  a  lot  of  information  and 
expertise  will  be  shared  back  and 
forth,  but  our  expanded  role  will 
allow  us  to  better  meet  the  needs  of 
all  Western  Canadian  farmers." 

Although  the  centre's  main 
function  of  evaluating  machinery 
will  continue  Atkins  says  he  is 
excited  about  the  centre's  new 
research  role. 

He  says  the  facility's  engineers 
and  technologists  will  concentrate 
on  two  areas  of  research. 

One  area  will  involve  in-house 
research  which  addresses  questions 
the  institute  may  have  about  a  piece 
of  equipment,  which  will 
complement  their  evaluation  work. 

Other  research  projects,  being 
conducted  under  contract  for  clients, 
will  not  only  look  at  the  mechanical 
operation  of  equipment,  but  delve 
into  how  the  equipment  suits  crop 
production  techniques. 

"This  area  of  research  is  a  whole 
new  game  for  us,"  says  Atkins.  "It 
will  be  a  joint  approach  looking  not 
only  at  the  mechanical  side  but  at 
the  agronomic  side  and  involve  work 
with  various  branches  of  the 
department.  It  won't  be  simply  an 
engineering  matter,  but  could 
involve  specialists  in  crop 
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production  and  soil  and  water 
conservation  as  well  as  federal 
agriculture  specialists." 

Atkins  stresses  that  like  PAMI, 
the  new  research  centre  cannot 
provide  "consumer  reports", 
recommending  one  swather  or 
combine  is  better  than  another. 

"The  main  aspect  of  our  work 
here  is  to  test  and  evaluate  farm 
machinery  and  provide  an  unbiased 
report  on  what  that  piece  of 
equipment  can  do... point  out  under 
which  conditions  it  works  best,"  he 
says.  "If  we  run  into  an  obvious 
structural  or  operational  problem 
during  the  evaluation  process  we 
will  go  back  to  the  manufacturer  and 
recommend  changes. 

"Once  that  evaluation  is  done  we 
will  produce  a  report  which  spells 
out  the  equipment's  capabilities.  If 
it's  a  cultivator  it  will  explain  how 
the  equipment  works  under  various 
soil  and  tillage  conditions.  It  will 
recommend  the  size  of  tractor 
needed  to  operate  it  efficiently  and 
so  on." 


Atkins  says  the  reports  are 
useful  to  farmers  planning  to  buy 
new  or  used  equipment.  They  give 
producers  a  good  idea  of  whether  a 
particular  make  and  model  of  a 
machine  or  piece  of  equipment, 
evaluated  by  the  institute,  is  suited 
to  the  soil,  tractor  size  and  other 
farming  conditions  they  have  at 
home. 

The  manager  says  the  centre's 
philosophy  is  to  help  farmers  by 
helping  manufacturers  build 
machinery  and  equipment  which  is 
practical  and  functional  in  daily  use. 

The  testing  and  evaluation  is 
provided  on  a  wide  range  of 
equipment  including  grain  drying, 
grading  and  storage  equipment; 
water  and  fuel  pumps  and  electric 
generators;  fertilizer  and  irrigating 
equipment;  harvesting  equipment; 
tillage  and  soil  conditioning 
equipment;  seeding  equipment;  and 
wagons,  transporters  and  others. 


The  Lethbridge-based  centre, 
like  it  did  under  PAMI,  will  continue 
to  specialize  in  evaluation  of  seeding 
and  tillage  equipment,  spraying 
equipment  and  fan  testing. 

Primarily  the  centre  works  with 
small  to  medium  size  manufacturers 
who  have  developed  prototype 
equipment  -  a  demonstration  model 
that  has  not  yet  gone  into  full 
production. 

The  equipment  is  put  through  a 
series  of  engineering  tests,  along 
with  about  100  hours  of  normal  field 
operation,  to  see  how  it  performs. 
Problems  are  reported  back  to  the 
manufacturer  for  correction  before 
the  final  evaluation  report  is 
written. 

The  Farm  Machinery  Research 
Institute  is  an  example  of  just  one 
more  way  the  department  is  working 
to  serve  the  needs  of  the  provincial 
agriculture  community  to  the 
fullest. 


Research  Centre  manager  Rick 
Atkins  with  some  of  the  seeding 
equipment  being  evaluated  by  the 
centre. 


Engineers  test  performance  of  a 
water  pump. 
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Farm  competition 
highlights  local  talent 

Farmers  in  the  Drumheller  area  were  given  a  chance  to 
showcase  their  talents  recently  at  a  farm  competition 
sponsored  by  their  local  Esso  agent. 


The  Esso  Canadian  Farm 
Competition,  which  ran  in 
conjunction  with  the  amateur 
portion  of  the  Drumheller  Stampede, 
was  initiated  locally  by  the 
Drumheller  district  office. 

Ron  Koots,  DA  at  the 
Drumheller  office,  says  it  was 
difficult  to  get  producers  to  sign  up 
at  first.  "Everyone  was  either  too 
modest  or  too  busy,"  he  says.  "But 
we  overcame  this  by  focusing  on 
community  pride  and  offering  a 
plaque  and  individual  medallions  to 
the  best  community  team. 

The  competition  consisted  of  a 
livestock  weight  estimation,  a  grain 
weight  estimation,  a  weed 
identification  contest,  a  safety  quiz, 
wagon  backing  event,  an  auger 
alignment,  truck  backing  and  a 
cultivator  shovel  changing  event. 
The  top  12  producers  went  on  to 
comjjete  in  a  front  end  loader 
obstacle  course,  and  a  bale  pick  up 
event. 

Thirty  producers  ran  through 
the  first  eight  events,  but  Ron 
recommends  a  limit  of  40  for  the  first 


year's  entries,  since  it  would  be 
difficult  to  manage  any  more. 

A  trip  for  two  to  Las  Vegas  was 
offered  as  the  first  prize,  in  addition 
to  $700  in  products  from  Esso,  which 
were  split  between  second,  third  and 
fourth  place  winners. 

"Valuable  prizes  definitely 
helped  attract  entries,"  says  Ron. 

The  only  problem  encountered 
was  the  scoring  system. 

"While  it  was  fair  to  the 
competitors  and  easy  enough  to 
understand,  it  involved  an  awful  lot 
of  calculation  which  made  it  slow," 
Ron  admits.  "I've  now  put  together  a 
program  on  Lotus  1-2-3,  which 
makes  it  much  easier  to  handle." 
(Anyone  wanting  to  obtain  a 
template  can  contact  Ron.) 

Ron  says  the  key  to  success  is 
having  lots  of  help-up  to  20  people- 
during  the  competition,  and  having 
them  well  informed  about  the  events 
they're  involved  in. 

"We  found  we  had  to  run  four 
events  at  once,  so  there  was  no 
chance  to  answer  the  same  questions 
over  and  over,"  he  says. 


He  also  suggests  you  have  the 
courses  laid  out  the  day  before,  and 
make  sure  you  have  the  co-operation 
of  local  machinery  dealers  in  order 
to  prevent  any  unnecessary  delays. 

"It  takes  a  lot  of  time  to 
organize,  but  it  is  gratifying  and 
well  worth  the  effort,"  says  Ron. 
"The  level  of  enthusiasm  and 
sportsmanship  was  something  to  see 
with  both  the  competitors  and  judges 
thoroughly  enjoying  themselves. 

"There  were  200  people  on  hand 
at  the  end  waiting  for  the  results," 
he  says.  "And  at  least  70  to  80 
entries  are  predicted  for  next  year." 

If  anyone  would  like  to  know 
more  about  the  event  or  would  like 
some  assistance  in  organizing  one 
themselves,  contact  Ron  at  the 
Drumheller  district  office,  at  823- 
5740  or  RITE  164-1222.  Local  Esso 
bulk  dealers  also  have  access  to  an 
excellent  package  of  information  on 
how  to  set  up  events. 


Contestant  Barry  Van  Laar  attempts 
to  place  a  bale  on  top  of  a  barrel  after 
completing  an  obstacle  course  with 
the  tractor -loader.  Two  of  the  judges 
watch  his  efforts. 
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Deputy 

Minister's  Column 


In  August  1986,  the  Alberta 
government  implemented  the  $2 
billion  Alberta  Farm  Credit  Stability 
Program  (AFCSP)  which  has  proven 
to  be  very  effective  in  providing  long- 
term  credit  stability  and  improved 
cash  flow  for  many  Alberta  farmers. 
To  date,  over  $1.6  billion  and  almost 
17,000  loans  have  been  authorized. 

There  are  two  aspects  about  the 
AFCSP  that  make  it  unique.  First, 
and  most  important,  its  ability  to 
provide  long-term,  fixed-rate 
financing  to  farmers.  Secondly,  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  administered, 
with  established  relationships 
between  Alberta  Agriculture, 
Alberta  Treasury  and  the  financial 
community. 

We  all  recognize  that  farm  debt  is 
a  major  influence  on  the  viability  of 
agriculture.  Throughout  history, 
farmers  have  been  plagued  with 
fluctuating  commodity  prices  and 
input  costs.  In  more  recent  times,  the 
high  and  fluctuating  cost  of  credit 
has  added  to  agricultural  stress  and 
uncertainty.  It  is  the  Alberta 
government's  view  that  stable  and 
reasonable  rates  of  interest  are 
necessary  in  today's  highly 
specialized  and  competitive 
agricultural  industry. 

With  this  in  mind,  the  Alberta 
Farm  Credit  Stability  Program  was 
developed  and  provides  long-term 
loans  of  10  to  20  years  with  interest 
rates  fixed  at  nine  per  cent.  Such 
loans,  except  through  government 
lending  agencies,  are  extremely  rare. 

The  AFCSP  is  also  unique  in  the 
sense  that  farmers  can  continue  to 
deal  with  their  lender  in  relation  to 


the  financial  needs  of  the  farming 
operation.  Therefore,  established 
lender/borrower  relationships  are  not 
jeopardized  or  influenced  by  the 
program. 

Under  the  program  we  are  not 
direct  lenders  per  se.  Rather,  we 
work  co-operatively  with 
participating  banks,  treasury 
branches  and  credit  unions  to  deliver 
the  program.  With  lenders  having 
the  responsibility  of  delivering  the 
program  at  the  local  level, 
government  administration  costs  are 
minimal  compared  to  the  $1.6  billion 
of  lending  activity  that  has  occurred 
to  date. 

Our  department  is  also 
benefiting  through  co-operative 
efforts  with  participating  agencies. 
Through  the  AFCSP  we  have 
established  close  working 
relationships  with  the  major 
lenders--from  head  office  staff  right 
down  to  the  local  loans  officer- 
Canadian  Bankers  Association, 
Alberta  Agricultural  Development 
Corporation  (ADC)  and  especially 
Alberta  Treasury.  While  Alberta 
Agriculture  is  the  driving  force  in 
program  delivery,  it  should  be 
recognized  that  Alberta  Treasury  is  a 
major  partner.  Treasury  is 
responsible  for  accessing  funds,  co- 
ordinating the  fiow  of  funds  between 
the  government  and  lenders,  and  is 
an  active  partner  in  policy 
development.  This  teamwork  is 
consistent  with  our  Strategic 
Management  philosophy. 


I  think  we  can  all  feel  good  about 
being  involved  in  a  program  that  has 
had  such  a  positive  effect  on  our 
industry.  Not  only  has  it  reduced 
financial  stress,  its  stabilizing  force 
has  enhanced  the  viability  and 
production  capacity  of  many  farm 
businesses.  We  are  part  of  a  program 
that  is  truly  meeting  its  objectives. 


H.B.  McEwen 
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The  Life  of  a  DA 

The  life  of  a  DA  is  not  the  easiest  thing  to  depict.  But  when  seven-year-old  Rod  Klippenstein  was  asked  by  his 
Grade  2  teacher  what  his  father  did  for  a  living,  he  came  up  with  a  pretty  accurate  description.  His  dad, 
Rick  Klippenstenstein,  says  Rod  did  this  piece  two  years  ago  while  attending  school  in  Vermilion. 
Thanks  for  sharing  it  with  us  Rick! 


11  y  Lch  Job 
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United  Way  Campaign  Kicks  Off 


The  1988  United  Way  campaign 
for  Alberta  Agriculture  employees 
in  the  greater  Edmonton  area  kicked 
off  at  11:30  a.m.,  Wednesday, 
September  28  in  the  atrium  of  the 
J.G.  O'Donoghue  Building. 
Cheerleaders  and  a  piper  heralded 
the  unveiling  of  the  goal  for  this 
year's  campaign  by  Deputy  Minister 
Ben  McEwen. 

Ross  Gould,  employee  campaign 
co-ordinator,  says  a  second  major 
event  for  1988  will  feature  the 
traditional  rickshaw  race.  The  race 
is  scheduled  for  the  noon  hour  on 
Wednesday,  October  5. This  year. 
Alberta  Environment  will  compete 
with  Agriculture  and  Public  Works, 
Supply  and  Services  for  prizes  in 


three  categories:  (1)  the  best 
costume  (2)  the  most  pledges  raised 
and  (3)  the  best  time  (handicapped 
on  the  basis  of  the  value  of  pledges 
raised  by  each  department  to 
support  their  team). 

Each  department  team  will 
provide  five  pairs,  consisting  of  one 
man  and  one  woman,  who  will  pull 
the  rickshaw  around  the  courtyard 
in  front  of  the  J.G.  O'Donoghue 
Building.  Pledges  raised  to  support 
our  team  will  help  to  reduce  their 
official  time  by  one  second  for  every 
dollar  raised, so  the  more  pledges  the 
better  our  chance  of  winning.  Any 
section  wishing  to  nominate  a  pair  of 
rickshaw  runners  should  contact 
Sarah  Blanchette  at  436-9450  as 


soon  as  possible  so  they  can  start 
raising  pledges. 

Marriott  Flight  Kitchens,  our 
cafeteria  caterer,  will  be  on  hand  to 
sell  hot  dogs,  soft  drinks  and  coffee, 
with  part  of  the  proceeds  going  to  the 
United  Way. 

Several  other  events,  still  in  the 
planning  stage,  include  meal  deals 
with  the  cafeteria,  the  Barbershop 
Buskers,  and  a  shoe  shine  stand. 

Films  and  question  and  answer 
sessions  will  be  held  during  the  noon 
hours  of  October  3  and  4  in  the 
Information  Services  viewing  room. 

For  more  details  contact  Ross 
Gould  at  427  5335  or  Gail  Stinson 
at  427-2417. 


a^ri-bits 


1.  What  vegetable  crops  can  be  grown  in  Alberta  that 
can't  be  grown  in  Hawaii? 

2.  How  often  do  Angora  goats  need  to  be  sheared? 

a)  once  a  year 

b)  twice  a  year 

c)  every  three  months 

3.  What  is  the  difference  between  the  terms  cacao, 
cocoa,  coca  and  coco? 

4.  What  was  released  to  mark  the  75th  anniversary  of 
the  4-H  program  in  Canada? 

5.  What  is  "carrot  leather"? 

6.  How  many  acres  of  potatoes  in  Alberta  are  processed 
into  chips  and  fries  each  year? 


Answers: 
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Welcome  to  the  following  people  who 
have  recently  joined  Alberta 
Agriculture;  Reed  Turner,  Clifton 
Foster,  Corinne  Maksymic, 
Jeanette  Keeler,  Nancy  King, 
Valerie  Marko,  Patrick 
McDonald,  Gary  Byman,  Randy 
Dekens,  BrendaNazar,  Ahmed 
Mutalib,  Rita  Hicks,  Shelley 
James,  Mary  Ann  Nelson,  Shane 
Chetner,  Morris  Friske,  Sharon 
Gullekson,  Michelle  Timko, 
Brenda  Lake,  Stan 
Schellenberger,  Donna 
Provencal,  Blair  McClinton, 
Dennis  Budney,  Lois  Bonlk, 
Kimber  Mader,  Betty Tischer  and 
John  Zylstra. 


Transfers:  Mel  Cameron,  formerly 
director  of  economic  services,  is  now 
senior  economist  with  the  Alberta 
Grain  Commission;  Les  Lyster 
moved  from  acting  head  of  the 
planning  secretariat  to  director  of 
economic  services;  Russel  Horvey, 
formerly  senior  DA  at  Hanna,  is  now 
provincial  program  co-ordinator  for 
CARTT  (Canada-Alberta  Research 
and  Technology  Transfer)  in 
Edmonton;  Arlene  Pronych 
transferring  from  the  agri-food  and 
processing  development  branch  to 
the  home  economics  branch; 


Good  luck  to  the  following  people  as 
they  leave  Alberta  Agriculture:  Val 
Pemberton-Pigott,  Kaljo 
Pohjakas,  Maria  Desouza, 
Kathleen  Holder,  Beverly  Boden, 
Joan  Larre,  Donna  Labey, 
Donnel  Tollestrup,  James 
Calpas,  Phyllis  Fuller,  Deb 
Bosse,  Susan  Benjamin,  Cindy 
Bittner  and  Brian  Sawatzky. 
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